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Welcome
Thank you for joining our customer  

information session about the future of 

Sawyers Close.

We have been working for a while on our initial plans for Sawyers 

Close and we’re now ready to share them with you. These are our 

early ideas and we want to know what you think.

Everything you tell us 
will be useful – 
no matter how big or small. We’re also here to answer any questions 

you may have.

The team will explain the session briefly and then you’re welcome 

to walk around the display boards, have a look at the proposals and 

chat to us. 

We’ve got post-it notes for your instant thoughts and a feedback 

form with some specific questions that you can fill in here or take 

away and send back to us by Freepost or email. Please use the 

details at the end of the form.

If you’d like to look at the plans at your leisure, all the information 

here today will be posted on our website too sawyersclose.com 



As a result, we now have a very good idea of the 
things that are important to you and the type of  
facilities you would like to see provided. All the  
information has been shared with the architects 
and other members of the project team, so they 
can progress their designs.

Future 
Homes  
Survey
We had a really good  
response to the Future 
Homes Survey we issued  
last month – almost half of 
all households at Sawyers 
Close completed it. Thank 
you for taking the time to 
help us make sure our plans 
fit your needs.



About a third of customers live on their own, another third live with 

one other person and the final third are households of between 

3 and 5 people. 

While almost half of households have one vehicle (a car or van), 

40% have no vehicle and 95% do not have a garage. 

By far the most popular local facilities are the adjacent playing fields 

and the children’s play area; the orchard was also mentioned by 

several people.

 

You’d like to see communal gardens for residents only and 

improved play space at the future Sawyers Close. 

While a third of customers are happy with the space they have now, 

40% feel that their current home is too small for them; they would 

like more storage space or more room for their family.

While 65% said it was not important to live close to their current 

neighbours in the future, 28% wanted to stay close.

The top three environmentally-friendly features you’d like to see:

  Poor maintenance 
  Too small
  Expensive to heat
  No storage space
  Anti-social behaviour

Key findings:
On a scale of 1-10, you rated your current home a ‘5’ in 

terms of matching your needs.

The main reasons you gave for this score were: 

Solar panels  electric vehicle charging Wildflowers

Future Homes 
Survey – 
The Results



Where we are now
We want to build better homes for everyone at Sawyers 
Close as well as more homes for others in housing need 
locally. You have told us that you would like to see  
regeneration come forward, so that we can address 
long standing issues on the estate – e.g., lack of storage, 
high energy bills, no secure outdoor space – and create 
a better place to live.

Our current plans consider demolishing the existing blocks at  

Sawyers Close and building new homes for everyone who wants 

one. We also plan to build more homes for local families in the  

borough who need affordable housing.

Sawyers Close today, with Abri land in red and RBWM land in blue

We are consulting with our  

customers before we take a  

final decision. After today, we will 

review all your feedback,  

progress the designs and then 

present more detailed  

proposals at a second event  

towards the end of June. We will 

then go through the review  

process again before presenting 

final plans to Abri’s board for a 

decision around the end of  

the year.

The plans below show the  

current Sawyers Close estate, 

on land owned by Abri, in red. 

The land to the south in blue is 

owned by the Royal Borough of 

Windsor & Maidenhead and is 

being made available as part of 

the regeneration plans to build 

some of the new homes. The 

playing fields to the east are not 

owned by Abri and do not form 

part of our plans – we think they 

should stay as they are.



Our vision
Our proposals seek to provide high quality homes,  
with private amenity spaces and better public open 
space, in a scheme that also prioritises pedestrians  
over cars. Our design needs to take account of many  
different factors, some of which are set out below.  
How well do you think we are doing so far? Let us know.

• All the homes must be affordable – we aren’t planning to sell any 
properties on the open market.

• We want to make good use of RBWM’s adjoining land as part of 
our plan to build an additional 225 affordable homes, making  
417 new homes in total.

• It’s important to keep as many of the existing trees as possible – 
and to plant more. We will relocate the orchard trees to a new 
space and ensure there remains an area for the  
community garden.

• Secure, private outdoor space for residents is a priority. Every 
home will have private amenity space. There should also be  
activity space throughout, connecting to the adjoining  
green space.

• Cars and parking should not dominate the look of the estate.

• A fabric first approach to building design, creating modern and  
energy efficient homes. We are committed to low carbon design.

• Ample built-in storage space within homes.

We have considered the following:

Illustrative layout

Concept plan



Green space & trees
Sawyers Close sits within a large area of green space, 
with well-established trees and two separate play areas. 
The space is open to everyone but, without any defined 
uses, is largely underused.

We want to:

• Retain as many of the existing trees as possible.

• Relocate the orchard trees to a new location on the site.

• Create a series of open spaces, with different uses, that will appeal 
to a broad range of residents and age groups.

• Introduce a series of garden squares to retain the existing trees 

along the border with Dedworth Manor Park and a smaller green 

space on the southern boundary where there is also a series of  

established trees.

• Look at ways to improve the park to provide spaces that promote 

health and wellbeing.

• Provide safe, secure and private residents’ spaces and are looking at 

options to locate these spaces on top of the parking podiums.

• Modern, energy-efficient design, with storage space inside homes, 

is crucial.

Proposed layout, showing  
existing trees and relocated  
community orchard.

Play reprovision map



Parking
When you walk around Sawyers Close now, most of 
what you see at street level is cars, garages and  
on-street parking spaces, and then green space beyond.

We want to change that as part 

of the regeneration, so that it is 

green space – trees, gardens, 

play spaces – and homes and 

front doors that meet the eye. 

This will also help tackle 

anti-social behaviour and  

reconnect homes with the street. 

We want to encourage  

sustainable transport options 

and will be introducing secure 

cycle storage for all apartment  

buildings and houses. There will 

be parking for regular cycles as 

well as larger cargo bikes.

To do this, we are proposing to 

hide most of the parking in 

podiums that will be 

connected to the apartment 

blocks, and then use the roof 

space above for different types 

of resident facilities. Some  

examples are on display today.

We’re not losing any  

parking spaces – in fact, with 

more homes planned we know 

we will need more parking. 

There will be at least one space 

for each home.

Proposed parking arrangements
 Podium parking

On street landscaped parking



New homes
At this stage, it is a little too early to show you what the 
buildings might look like from the outside. However, we 
are planning a number of 2 and 3-bed, 3-storey houses as 
well as a range of 3-8 storey apartment blocks. 

All apartments will have balconies and all houses will have gardens  

providing private amenity space.

Spread across the site, the new buildings will be of varying heights 

and will provide a lot more activity at street level – what we call ‘active 

frontages’ – which will help with personal safety.

A 2-bed (4 person) apartment will be  

at least 70m² in size, with 2.0m² built  

in storage space.

Family duplex

A 1-bed (2 person) apartment will be at 

least 50m² in size and have a dedicated 

1.5m² built in storage space.

• The town houses and low scale  

apartment buildings would mostly be 

located adjacent to Smiths Lane and 

Thames Mead, respecting the heights  

of the existing homes there.

• Taller buildings would be placed  

towards the centre of the site and the 

northern boundary. 

We have prepared these illustrative  

sketches to show you what a typical 1  

and 2 bed apartment might look  

like inside.

Suggested images only



Moving home
Under the current proposals, our commitment to our 
customers is clear: you will only need to move once - 
from your existing home into your new one. There will 
be no need for any temporary moves.

We will start by building on the land to the south and then work in  

a phased rotation: 

  i. build new homes

  ii. move customers out of old and into new

  iii. demolish old block to make way for more new homes

Our outline plan and timeline:

Phase 0: 
Existing play provision is 
relocated off site

Construction of phase 1 (2024/5)
Decant from Winwood

Construction of phase 2 (2025/6)
Decant of Hale

Construction of phase 4 (2027)

Construction of phase 3 (2026)
Decant of Grasmere and Broadleys

There will be more information 
available closer to the time about 
assistance with moving.



Next steps
Thank you for taking the time to attend today. We hope 
you have had a chance to ask all your questions and give 
us your feedback.

If you would prefer to study the plans a bit more, or chat 

them through with friends and neighbours before telling  

us what you think, that’s fine. You will find all the  

information on display here today on our project  

website sawyersclose.com – you can also send us a 

message from there.

If you prefer, we can send you a hard copy of the 

information – just let one of the project team know. 

Don’t forget to pick up a feedback form from them as 

well. All we ask is that you let us have your feedback by 

Thursday 12th May.

We will then review all the comments and do some 
further work on the proposals. We will then hold a 
second event, to which we will also invite the wider 
community, at the end of June.

Should the Abri board decide to go ahead, our rough 

timeline is:

2022
End June
second consultation event

November 
Abri board decision

2023
January
final community information session 

Spring 
submit planning application

2024
Spring 
begin construction



Future Sawyers Close – 
new play space
We are thinking about the play space that can be at  
Sawyers Close in the future. 

We need your help to make the space the best that  

it can be.

The pictures on this board show our ideas at the moment. 

Please pick your favourite and leave a sticker with ‘1’ on it 

next to the image. 

If you have an idea that is not shown here, please post it 

on the board next to this one or tell one of the staff at the 

event today.

Green spaces with trees

Orchard

Adventure 
playground


